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SUBJECT:AEGHAN AIRLINES SUSPEND SERVICE TO PAKISTAN 
REF: KABUL 4125 (NOTAL) 

BANGKOK FOR BRDCO 

1 . DEPT APPRECIATES CONCERN OF EMBASSY KABUL RE POS- 
SIBILITY THAT ARIANA-PIA DISPUTE COULD HAVE BROADER 
RAMIEICATIONS THAN THE IMMEDIATE COMMERCIAL PROBLEM. 
NEVERTHELESS WE ARE VERY RELUCTANT TO INJECT USG INTO 
SUBSTANCE OE DISPUTE OE THIS NATURE. 
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2. BOTH QUOTA AND NUMERICAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE NUMBER OE 
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PASSENGERS A FOREIGN CARRIER MAY PICK UP IN THE HOST 
COUNTRY FOR DESTINATIONS TO A THIRD COUNTRY ARE NOT 
UNUSUAL IN AVIATION PRACTICE AMONG COUNTRIES OTHER THAN 
US. WHILE IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE PAKISTAN'S RESTRICTIONS 
APPEAR UNUSUALLY STRINGENT, THEY DO NOT PRECLUDE OPERATIONS 
BY ARIANA. ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS ARIANA HAS OPERATED KABUL- 
DELHI ROUTE WITH RESTRICTIONS ON ITS PASSENGER SERVICE IN 
PAKISTAN. DECISION TO SUSPEND SERVICE HAS BEEN MADE BY 
AFGHANS AND THEY ARE BEST JUDGES OF WHETHER IT WILL 
ADVANCE THEIR LONG RANGE INTERESTS. THE THREATENED DECI- 
SION TO ESCALATE DISPUTE BY PROHIBITING PIA SERVICE TO 
KABUL AFTER JULY 15, IF CARRIED OUT, WILL NO DOUBT FURTHER 

EXACERBATE SITUATION. 

3. WE RECOMMEND THAT NO INQUIRY BE MADE AS TO BACKGROUND 
FOR EITHER PAK OR AEGHAN ACTION, SO THAT WE CAN AVOID 
ANY IMPRESSION THAT USG SEEKS TO PLAY A MEDIATOR'S ROLE 
OR MIGHT BE RECEPTIVE TO SUCH A ROLE UPON REQUEST. IF 
GOA OR GOP SHOULD RAISE SUBJECT WITH EMBASSIES IN KABUL 
OR ISLAMABAD, POSTS SHOULD SAY USG DOES NOT WANT TO IN- 
VOLVE ITSELF IN THIS BILATERAL AND TECHNICAL ISSUE. 

EMBASSIES, SHOULD HOWEVER STATE, IF ISSUE IS RAISED BY 
HOST OFFICIALS, THAT WE HOPE BOTH SIDES WILL ENDEAVOR 
THROUGH NORMAL CONSULTATIVE PROCESSES TO RESOLVE ISSUE 
BETWEEN THEM AND NOT LET THIS QUESTION DAMAGE THEIR OVER- 
ALL RELATIONS. 
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